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ELEFANT CHOSEN TO GO TO FESTIVAL AT TANGLEWOOD
Thomas Elefant, conductor of the Mis_soula Symphony Orchestra and faculty
member at the University of Montana, is one of 20 symphony conductors chosen
worldwide to attend the Berkshire Music Festival at Tanglewood, Mass.
The festival, established in 1934, is an annual event sponsored by the Boston
Symphony Orchestra.

It begins July 1 and ends Aug. 30.

Up to 500 students, four

or five conducting "fellows" and 15 conductors are selected to participate.

They

have the opportunity to work with musicians of international repute, including,
this year, conductors Seiji Ozawa, Eric Leinsdorf and Andre Previn.
"It will be a great privilege to be there," Elefant said, "Having those
conductors as critics, it will be a time to absorb as much as possible."
Elefant, 33, came to Missoula in 1980 from Michigan, where he was pursuing a
doctoral degree and serving as assistant symphony conductor at Michigan State Univer
sity.

He holds a bachelor's degree in music education from New York University and

a master's degree in orchestral conducting from Indiana University.

He has also

studied in Israel at the Rubin Academy of Music and the Jerusalem Arts Center.
His wife, Cochavit, studied music therapy at Michigan State.

They have a son, Raanan.

Elefant is looking forward to "a great learning experience" this summer.
The Berkshire Music Festival at Tanglewood is considered to be one of the best
gatherings for musicians in the United States, with world-famous artists participating
as instructors and guest performers.
Guest concerts scheduled for this summer's festival will feature musicians such
as Jean-Pierre Rampal, Eugene Ormandy, Lena Horne and Luciano Berio.

